
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome, delegates. 

 

 

MUNAA 2018 secretariat, moderators, directors, staff and DIS directors have 

been working hard through the last few months to make this event possible. We are 

glad to have every single one of you here. 

 

This November 29, 30 and December 1st you will employ and develop skills to 

implement solutions to current and relevant world problems. You will also have the 

opportunity to face and debate different ideas and practice tolerance and respect, and 

of course you’ll have the opportunity to reconnect with old friends and make new ones. 

 

Our goal is that every single one of us becomes aware that developing and improving 

different skills is only the beginning and that our ultimate objective is understanding that 

giving up is not an option, that there are possible solutions to every issue and knowing 

that every action has a global reaction. 

 

We hope that you all have the best experience and a lot of fun. Thank you for making 

this event possible.  

 

Let’s change the world together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ana Sofia Juarez Villarreal 

Secretary General,  MUNAA 2018 

Every action,a global reaction 

 

 

 

 



 

Committee: Commission on the Status of Women 

Topic a): Persecution of rape victims in Mauritania 

Director: Mariana Hibarguen Leyva 
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I.-Committee Background 

 

The CSW committee was created to handle situations that neglects the women rights all 

around the globe, it was also created to give women the rights people do not give them 

just because of the fact of being a woman. 

 

Women’s rights have been a concern of the United Nations (UN) since 1945, when the 

United Nations Charter promised in its preamble “to reaffirm faith in fundamental human 

rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and 

women and of nations large and small.” At the very first UN General Assembly meeting 

in February 1946, Eleanor Roosevelt, a delegate from the United States, made a 

statement calling upon all governments to encourage women to take a more active role 

in political affairs at both national and international levels. That same month, following 

through on its promise to promote equal rights for women, a subcommission dedicated 

to the status of women was founded under the auspices of the Commission on Human 

Rights. After the international community recognized the increasing importance of global 

women’s rights, the sub-commission gained full commission status under the UN 

Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) on June 21st, 1946 through ECOSOC 

resolution 11(II), thus becoming the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). The 

Commission’s original mandate was to “prepare recommendations and reports to the 

Economic and Social Council on promoting women’s rights in political, economic, civil, 

social, and educational fields” and to “make recommendations to the Council on urgent 

problems requiring immediate attention in the field of women’s rights.” The CSW, which 



 

began with only fifteen member states represented, is now comprised of forty-five 

member states. Although the Commission’s membership may appear small in numbers, 

it has maintained close relationships with several non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) since its beginning. 

 

II.-History of the Topic 

 

Reproductive health is defined in the Programme of Action of the International 

Conference on Population and Development as “a state of complete physical, mental 

and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity, in all matters 

relating to the reproductive system and to its functions and processes.” Mauritania is a 

highly centralized Islamic republic, with a constitution based in both French civil law, 

and sharia (Islamic law). After the dissolution of the Senate, the violations to various 

significant civil rights have increased, including many concerning women reproductive 

health. Multiple human rights activists and lawyers have reported that rape victims are 

stigmatized, persecuted, and even imprisoned.  Since rape is often associated with the 

concept of adultery, judges can, in theory, accuse the victim of having sexual relations 

under sharia, hold the victim responsible for the rape, and imprison the victim.  

 VI.- History of the Topic 

Human Rights Watch found that survivors face social stigma and family pressures not to 

report the rape to the authorities, according to the article Mauritania: Rape Survivors at 

Risk. The prosecutors can also open investigations against their victims for sexual 

relations outside marriage, known as Zina, and a judge can place them under judicial 

control during the investigation. Survivors also risk prosecution if they cannot prove lack 

of consent, in part because the penal code currently does not define rape or the notion 

of consent and fails to criminalize other forms of sexual assault. The penal code 

punishes Zina with flogging, jail time and, if the defendant is married or divorced, death 

by stoning. Because Mauritania does not carry out corporal punishments, people 



 

sentenced to flogging or death by stoning can find themselves imprisoned indefinitely, 

until Muslim legal scholars rule on commuting their sentence. 

III.- UN action 

 

The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Committee on the 

Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) have both clearly indicated that 

women’s right to health includes their sexual and reproductive health, yet little has 

changed regarding the topic. Human Rights Watch (HRW) interviewed five women and 

girls who were prosecuted for Zina after reporting sexual assault, including a 15-year-

old girl who had been gang-raped and was sent to prison, it said in a report. The 

government should stop prosecuting and detaining people for Zina, decriminalize the 

offense, and release anyone being held under those charges, Human Rights Watch 

said. The government should also pass a law that defines the offense of rape, 

criminalizes all other forms of sexual violence, creates specialized prosecutorial units 

and short-term and long-term shelters, and allocates funding to carry out the reforms. 

IV.-Conclusion 

 

As previously stated, the situation in Mauritania has been a source of polemic and 

outragement around the world, but little has been done regarding the topic. The activists 

and human rights defenders based in the country have faced the challenge of changing 

the view of an entire country, for the source of these violations has a base not only in a 

constitutional law but in a religious belief which is an important part of Mauritanian life. 

Women are still persecuted by a crime they did not commit and suffer constant 

violations of their civil rights. The United Nations should decide the best way to solve 

this problematic. 

 

 

 



 

V.-Guiding questions 

 

1. How should the victims of Zina be protected from both their rapists and the 

governmental action taken against them? 

2. What can the world’s superpowers do to influence Mauritania? 

3. Which measures should be taken against the rapists in the country? 

4. Do countries that abide by cultural and/or religious laws have an obligation to abide 

by these same standards than those who do not? 

 

VI.-Bibliography 
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- https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/277267.pdf 

- https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/09/05/they-told-me-keep-quiet/obstacles-justice-

and-remedy-sexual-assault-survivors 
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