
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome, delegates. 

 

 

MUNAA 2018 secretariat, moderators, directors, staff and DIS directors have 

been working hard through the last few months to make this event possible. We are 

glad to have every single one of you here. 

 

This November 29, 30 and December 1st you will employ and develop skills to 

implement solutions to current and relevant world problems. You will also have the 

opportunity to face and debate different ideas and practice tolerance and respect, and 

of course you’ll have the opportunity to reconnect with old friends and make new ones. 

 

Our goal is that every single one of us becomes aware that developing and improving 

different skills is only the beginning and that our ultimate objective is understanding that 

giving up is not an option, that there are possible solutions to every issue and knowing 

that every action has a global reaction. 

 

We hope that you all have the best experience and a lot of fun. Thank you for making 

this event possible.  

 

Let’s change the world together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ana Sofia Juarez Villarreal 

Secretary General,  MUNAA 2018 

Every action,a global reaction 
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Topic: Harmonizing national and international agendas to the use 

of recyclable resources. 
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II.  Committee Background 

 

Established in 1945 under the Charter of the United Nations, the General Assembly 

occupies a central position as the chief deliberative, policy-making and representative 

organ of the United Nations. Composed of all 193 Members of the United Nations, it 

provides a unique forum for multilateral discussion of the full spectrum of international 

issues covered by the Charter. It also plays a significant role in the process of standard-

setting and the codification of international law. 

    

III.  History of the topic 

 

Resource depletion, pollution, among others, are the main reason Earth has 

environmental and social problems. Although pollution can be caused by natural events, 

its definition regards mostly the ones caused by human actions.  

 

Pollution has been existing since the first humans on Earth. The use of coal for fuel 

caused considerable air pollution, also the start of industrialization exacerbated the 

problem. Thus, it is now an issue that humankind needs to solve in order to continue 

living on Earth. By the middle of the 20th century, awareness of the need to protect the 

environment was raised and became a universal problem.  

  

Resource Depletion is also one of the main problems, that gives the need for the 

harmonization of the use of recyclable resources since it handles with how people can 



 

 

live well because resources are essential for humankind. Resource Depletion 

throughout history has always existed, from the Cave Ages to Modern History, but did 

not become a problem until the mid-20th Century. Thus, the severity of it was already at 

a point where is harder to solve. That is why you delegates need to try to harmonize the 

use of recyclable resources. 

 

Countries such as Germany, Austria, and South Korea, already took action over this 

issue, yet countries that produce the most waste are the United States and Japan, yet 

they have not made a lot of action regarding this topic. 

 

III. Topic Information 

 

As addressed by the United Nations, economic growth, urbanization, and 

industrialization result in increasing volumes and varieties of both solid and hazardous 

wastes. Besides negative impacts on health as well as increased pollution of air, land, 

and water, a inefficient use of this waste management results in pollution and 

greenhouse emissions, and the loss of useful materials and resources. Harmonizing 

national and international agendas in order for governments and international 

organizations to put more attention regarding the use of recyclable resources to solve 

more issues in order for a better world. By the late 18th century and the start of the 19th 

century, pollution became an issue, since CO2 emissions were not controlled during 

that time.  

 

According to the University of Alaska, Recycling is an important part of a sustainable 

lifestyle and in preserving the resources used by society. Unfortunately, the vitality of 

recycling is often misunderstood. Sustainability creates and maintains the conditions 

under which humans and nature can exist in productive harmony, that permits fulfilling 

the social, economic and other requirements of present and future generations. 

Sustainability is important to making sure that we have and will continue to have, the 

resources to protect human health and our environment. 

 



 

 

Nowadays, pollution and the waste of resources are still a problem, and according to a 

study made by the World Wildlife Foundations (WWF) if we keep using the resources 

we have on Earth, for example, water, we will need to inhabit another planet. Therefore, 

this is an issue, that you delegates need to solve. The report, based on scientific data 

from across the world, reveals that more than a third of the natural world has been 

destroyed by humans over the past three decades.  

 

The United Nations had addressed this issue in the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), yet it has not been solved because of the law action of countries all around the 

globe. That is the reason, you delegates need to make solutions in order to harmonize 

agendas to use recyclable resources. 

 

Recycling helps to preserve the resources available to society and to reduce the impact 

of processing these resources on our planet. That is the reason for recycling and 

actions regarding this topic are essential. Also, recycling cannot only save energy and 

resources but also generates opportunity and employment for new people.  

 

Therefore, recycling is a big key in order to solve worldwide issues, such as pollution, 

poverty, among others.  

 

IV.  UN Action 

 

At first, the United Nations did the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which have 

been addressed by most of the United Nations members. Still, the actions done by the 

countries has not been the best. Yet, it is planned to be addressed in the next Goals by 

the United Nations. 

 

Also, the United Nations Development program has done ambitious work in developing 

countries, such as Armenia or Bosnia and Herzegovina. Yet, the work done has not 

been enough to stop the resource depletion issue. 

 



 

 

V.  Conclusion 

 

In conclusion, the low action of countries regarding recycling is an issue in need to be 

solved. And we ensure, that if we learn how to solve this issue, the world will be better. 

And that is what we want, so we want you delegates to make the best effort. 

 

VI.  Guiding Questions 

 

1. What actions has your country done regarding the topic? 

2. How can we convince governments to start recycling? 

3. How can we reduce the waste we produce? 

4. Should your delegation change laws and policies regarding the topic? 
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