
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Welcome, delegates. 

 

 

MUNAA 2018 secretariat, moderators, directors, staff and DIS directors have 

been working hard through the last few months to make this event possible. We are 

glad to have every single one of you here. 

 

This November 29, 30 and December 1st you will employ and develop skills to 

implement solutions to current and relevant world problems. You will also have the 

opportunity to face and debate different ideas and practice tolerance and respect, and 

of course you’ll have the opportunity to reconnect with old friends and make new ones. 

 

Our goal is that every single one of us becomes aware that developing and improving 

different skills is only the beginning and that our ultimate objective is understanding that 

giving up is not an option, that there are possible solutions to every issue and knowing 

that every action has a global reaction. 

 

We hope that you all have the best experience and a lot of fun. Thank you for making 

this event possible.  

 

Let’s change the world together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ana Sofia Juarez Villarreal 

Secretary General,  MUNAA 2018 

Every action,a global reaction 

 

 

 

 

 



Committee: World Health Organization 

  Topic b): Mediating the health risks of manufactured chemicals. 

  Director: Fátima Izaguirre Olivo 

  Moderator: Karol Rodríguez García 

 

 

I. Committee Background 

 

World Health Organization (WHO), the specialized agency of the United Nations, was 

established in 1948 to further international cooperation for improved public health 

conditions. In spite of the fact that it inherited specific tasks relating to epidemic control, 

WHO was given a mandate under its constitution to promote the attainment of “the 

highest possible level of health” by all peoples. WHO defines health as “a state of 

complete physical, mental, and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease 

or infirmity.”  

 

With its administrative headquarters located in Geneva, WHO operates through the 

World Health Assembly and an Executive Board of health specialists chosen for three-

year terms by the assembly. The WHO Secretariat consists of experts, staff, and field 

workers who have appointments at the central headquarters or at one of the six regional 

WHO offices or other offices located in countries around the world. The organization, on 

request, provides technical advice to governments in the preparation of long-term 

national health plans, sends out international teams of experts to conduct field surveys 

and demonstration projects, Through several education support programs, WHO is able 

to provide awards for doctors, public-health administrators, nurses, sanitary inspectors, 

researchers, and laboratory technicians. 

 

 

 



 

II.  History of the Topic 

There are several health diseases when evaluating the manufactured chemicals that 

are thrown on the environment but the most common are the endocrine diseases. In 

1991, a Wingspread conference brought together experts from ecology, biology,  

toxicology, who reached the conclusion that environmental chemicals could interfere 

with the endocrine system in humans and animals with long-term consequences. 

 

Through the decades, the health risk of endocrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs) has 

become a bigger problem than it used to be. It turned to be a focus of dialogue, debate, 

and concern among scientists, physicians, regulators, and the public; all these causing 

the increase in statistics of people being diagnosed with a type of endocrine diseases. 

The development of this problem has not always followed an easy solution, and 

researchers continue to wrestle with questions about what effects can bring to humans 

about the low-dose of medicine or drugs and nonmonotonic dose responses seen with 

EDCs.  

 

III. Topic Information 

 

The majority of the activities that humans do leaves some kind of waste in the 

environment. Households create ordinary garbage such as cars, trucks, and buses emit 

exhaust gases that are harmful to society. Industrial and manufacturing processes 

create solid and hazardous waste. Some wastes contain chemicals that are harmful to 

people and the environment. Once these hazardous chemicals are present in the 

environment, people can become exposed to them. Exposure occurs when people have 

contact with a chemical, either directly or through another substance contaminated with 

a chemical. 

 

The different ways a person can come into contact with hazardous chemicals are called 

exposure pathways. There are three basic exposure pathways: inhalation, ingestion, 

and skin contact. Inhalation is breathing or inhaling into the lungs. Ingestion is taking 



something in through the mouth. Skin contact occurs when something comes in direct 

contact with the skin. Ingestion can be a secondary exposure pathway after skin contact 

has occurred if you put your hands in your mouth and transfer the chemical from your 

hands to your mouth. 

 

Studies have shown the adverse impacts of man-made chemicals on wildlife species. 

Scientific evidence is growing about the possible links between certain chemicals, 

particularly hormone disrupting chemicals (or EDCs), and how is it affecting human 

health creating diseases impacts such as cancer, reproductive problems, birth defects, 

asthma, allergies, behavioural problems, disruption of infant brain development, 

cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and obesity. 

Humans are exposed to both industrial man-made chemicals and pesticides. Wildlife is 

also being affected by these chemicals, for example, factory discharges, sewage 

effluents, leaking landfills and pesticides sprayed on the land. 

More and more research scientists are becoming concerned that harmful chemicals are 

beginning to affect our health.  We are exposed every day to a variety of many 

chemicals all the time and worries are now being expressed as to how this mixture may 

affect our health.  Another major concern is exposure to chemicals whilst developing in-

utero and how they may cause disease in later life. 

 

IV. UN Action 

A Working Group on “Public Health Response to Acute Poisonings: Poisons Control 

Programmes” was jointly organized by the IPCS, the WHO Regional Office for Europe 

and the Commission of European Communities (Munich, December 1985). The 

Working Group recognized and recommended that in the result of certain dangerous 

chemicals being exposed an adequate response of this is that governments should 

promote an awareness, within the framework of national chemical safety programmes, 

awareness of the need for prevention and early identification of the health problems due 



to poisonings. The key role of poisons centres in this area of response to poisonings 

was acknowledged, as well as the need for their close collaboration with other partners 

in contributing to effective actions to prevent poisonings (IPCS, 1986). 

 

 

 V.  Conclusion 

The exposure of manufactured chemical in the environment is being mostly caused by 

private companies by dumping most of this chemicals to open areas that are very high 

exposing to humans and wildlife. Private companies should be more conscious about 

the damage that is causing all these health risks and stop putting in risk millions of lives 

by causing long-term diseases resulting in death. 

 

VI. Questions 

1) What are your solutions for decreasing the statistics of people being exposed to 

manufacture chemicals? 

2) How can your solutions can be reached? 

3) How can your solutions prevent this issue? 

4) What cautions can you give to avoid being exposed to manufactured chemicals? 

5) How can you reduce this issue in the future? 
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