
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome, delegates. 

 

 

MUNAA 2018 secretariat, moderators, directors, staff and DIS directors have 

been working hard through the last few months to make this event possible. We are 

glad to have every single one of you here. 

 

This November 29, 30 and December 1st you will employ and develop skills to 

implement solutions to current and relevant world problems. You will also have the 

opportunity to face and debate different ideas and practice tolerance and respect, and 

of course you’ll have the opportunity to reconnect with old friends and make new ones. 

 

Our goal is that every single one of us becomes aware that developing and improving 

different skills is only the beginning and that our ultimate objective is understanding that 

giving up is not an option, that there are possible solutions to every issue and knowing 

that every action has a global reaction. 

 

We hope that you all have the best experience and a lot of fun. Thank you for making 

this event possible.  

 

Let’s change the world together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ana Sofia Juarez Villarreal 

Secretary General,  MUNAA 2018 

Every action,a global reaction 

 

 



 

Committee: United Nations Human Rights Council 

Topic a): Investment Priorities for Sanitation in Rural Areas   

Director: Lorena Martinez Benitez 

Moderator: Esteban Guerrero Telles 

 

 

I. Committee Background: 

 

The Human Rights Council was created by the United Nations General Assembly on 

March 15th, 2006. The council's first session took place from the 19th to the 30th of 

June in 2006. The human rights council was created to address human rights issues, in 

where individuals and organizations will join to find solutions to this issues and to bring 

human rights violations to the attention of the Council. The council works with the UN 

Special Procedures and it is made up of special rapporteurs, special representatives, 

independent experts and working groups that monitor, examine, advice and publicly 

report on thematic issues or human rights situations in specific countries.  

 

The Human Rights Council is the main inter-governmental body in the United Nations 

system responsible for addressing situations of human rights violations. The Council 

was created by the United Nations General Assembly on March 15th, 2006. It also 

receives thematic and country-specific reports from a series of independent expert 

mechanisms, including special procedures, as well as from the Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights. It has the ability to discuss all thematic human rights 

issues and situations that require its attention throughout the year. When creating the 

Human Rights Council in March 2006 the United Nations General Assembly decided 

that the Council’s work and functioning should be reviewed five years after it had come 

into existence at the level of the General Assembly. 

 

Its mission is to promote and protect human rights from people from around the world, 

making sure that these are respected and are taking into consideration.  

 

http://www.un.org/ga/61/


 

 

 

II. History of the Topic: 

 

Lack of sanitation leads to disease, was first noted scientifically in 1842 in the 

Chadwicks seminal “Report on an inquiry into the sanitary condition of the laboring 

population of Great Britain”. Nowadays there is a big division between urban and rural 

areas. 60% of the population around the world lack of safely managed sanitation, 

according to a new report of the World Health Organization(WHO) and the United 

Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund(UNICEF). Clean water, basic toilets, 

and good hygiene are essential for every child, and person in the world, today, there are 

around 2.4 billion people who do not use improved sanitation and 663 million who do 

not have access to improved water sources. Billions of people have access to drinking 

water and sanitation services since the 2000’s, but these ones do not always provide 

safe water and sanitation services. Many homes, healthcare facilities, and schools also 

lack water and soap for handwashing. This puts everyone in a dramatic scenario, since 

this puts in danger the health of many people especially young children, with risks for 

disease such as diarrhea. In order to decrease global inequalities, the Sustainable 

Development Goals call for ending this unfairness of not equal sanitation services and 

achieving universal access to basic services by 2030. In 90 countries, progress towards 

basic sanitation is too slow, meaning they will not reach universal coverage by 2030. 

And according to the World Bank (WB), a dramatic economic increase will need to be 

done, which is $150 billion dollars per year, this to increase water supply sanitation and 

hygiene. This compared to what some countries spent nowadays, meaning this is out of 

reach for many countries threatening progress on poverty eradication. These 

consequences are not following The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, article 25, 

part 1 which states.-  Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the 

health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and 

medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of 

unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in 

circumstances beyond his control. 



 

III. Topic Information: 

 

The global commitment to bring access to safely managed water supply and sanitation, 

set by the Sustainable Development Goal’s mention to ensure that every individual has 

access to safely managed water and sanitation no matter what, has an unprecedented 

challenge. 

 

Between 1990 and 2004, an estimated of 2.6 billion people had no toilets at home, if 

this average continues to grow, people, especially children will continue to pay the price 

in lost lives, missed schooling, in disease, malnutrition, and poverty. In the globe, over 

75% of the countries have recognized water as a human right and 67% of the countries 

have recognized sanitation as a human right.  Improved sanitation contributes 

enormously to human health and wellbeing, since, all over the world, especially in 

developing countries diseases associated with poor water and sanitation still have 

considerable public significance. A report made in the year 2003 mentioned that a 4% of 

the global load and 1.6 million deaths per year are related to unsafe, and unmanaged 

sanitation, and water supply, this including lack of hygiene. Still, by the year 2011 2.5 

billion people were without access to improved sanitation, and 768 million without 

access to improved managed water sources. While access in continents like Asia and 

Latin America has improved significantly over the past two decades, but also countries 

in Africa are far off track to know The Millenium Goals.  

 

This sanitation improvement is a critical step towards reducing the impact of these 

diseases, the use of adequate toilets and the practice of handwashing prevents the 

transfer of bacteria viruses and parasites found in human excreta which otherwise 

pollutes water resources, soil, and food. This contamination is a major cause of 

diarrhea, which is the second biggest killer of children in developing countries, and this 

one leads to other major diseases such as cholera, schistosomiasis, and trachoma. The 

improvement of sanitation is a critical step towards reducing the impact of these 

diseases.   

 



 

The lack of sanitation also affects the business sector in many different ways such as 

lack of employee productivity, reduced employee skills, stunted consumer spending, 

inadequate infrastructure and services, limited water supply, and increased water 

treatment coast, and this was the effect, of human health problems, lack of education, 

economic stagnation, and water pollution, and this is all the consequence of the lack of 

access to adequate sanitation. The lack of sanitation is a pervasive human rights 

concern globally that impacts other types of rights, including gender equality.  

 

While not an exact marker of the status of the right to sanitation, as of 2015, 2.4 billion 

people around the world are estimated to be using unimproved sanitation facilities, 

defined as those that do not hygienically separate human excreta from human contact. 

Lack of sanitation is not only an affront to an individual’s dignity and rights, but 

endangers the rights to the highest attainable standard of health and to safe drinking 

water of other people because of the contaminating nature of human feces. Almost a 

billion people practice open defecation which has been linked to malnutrition, stunting 

and increased diarrheal disease, among other negative impacts. Commitment should be 

made in order to eliminate barriers to sanitation in those spheres under the control of 

the government, to address discrimination, and to ensure human rights principles of 

accountability and participation strengthen investments in sanitation. 

 

IV. UN Action: 

 

The United Nations has been able to act with different types of actions toward this issue 

as an example it has created the: “End Open Defecation”, this campaign has the main 

focus to help people end the practice of open defecation and improve access to toilets 

and latrines for the 2.5 billion people without basic level sanitation.  

 

Likewise, it has created the “World Toilet Day”, this one is an international day which 

aims to break the taboo around toilets and draw people's attention into the challenging 

subject of global sanitation. More than that it has also implemented The Sanitation Drive 



 

to 2015 is a campaign working to meet the Millenium Development Goals sanitation 

target and end open defecation.  

 

As well the United Nations have created the “UN-Water Thematic Priority Area on Water 

Supply and Basic Sanitation”, this one was created in order to support the efforts made 

in achieving the goal of providing safely managed water and sanitation for everyone and 

raise awareness and support the UN global advocacy on water supply and basic 

sanitation. And more than that the UN Deputy Secretary General’s Call to Action on 

Sanitation, this one has initiated a renewed effort to drive progress on sanitation and 

water goals towards the 2015 target date and beyond.  

 

Plus the UN declared that the International Year of Sanitation was 2008 since in this 

one country put sanitation in the spotlight and led to the launching of several initiatives 

to more vigorously address the current sanitation crisis. This is some current actions 

that the United Nations have taken, even though other bodies of the UN have stipulated 

different ones basing on the presented ones. 

 

V. Conclusion: 

 

According to the Goal 6 of the 2030, Agenda for Sustainable Development , efforts to to 

address global sanitation and wastewater challenges should recognize the human rights 

to sanitation, defining everyone that sanitation services that provide privacy and ensure 

dignity, and that are physically accessible, affordable, safe, hygienic, secure, and 

socially and culturally acceptable. To reach this plans and commitments need to take 

into consideration public facilities, particularly countries under government control or 

regulation. While using the bathroom is a private affair, poor sanitation is not; it’s both 

an individual right, public health, and an environmental concern. Human feces can 

expose many people to diseases and also pollutes ecosystems. In 2009 the Human 

Rights Council passed a resolution recognizing that states have an obligation to 

address and eliminate discrimination, talking about the access to sanitation, urging them 

to address effectively inequalities related to sanitation and calling on them too, among 



 

other affirmative steps. This should all be in consideration in response to all population 

risk of discrimination in access to sanitation. 

 

VI. Guiding Questions: 

 

1. How many people in your country have access to free safety, managed 

sanitation? 

2. Has your country suffered deads due to the lack of sanitation? 

3. Has your country’s population ever been affected by any disease lead to poor 

sanitation? Which one? 

4. Will your delegation need to invest a large amount of money in order to 

guarantee everyone in the country the adequate sanitation? 

5. Does your delegation have any law or right that stipulates that everyone should 

have an adequate sanitation? 
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